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It's SPRING!
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When ShOUId I plant my CRP? By Jessica Dowler

. Every spring we get the question, “When should I plant by CRP?” The answer depends on
" what types of grasses you are planting. Cool season grasses do best when planted during
| the cool times of the year, specifically November 1 through May 15. There is also a small
window during the month of August when cool season species can be planted, if there is
{ enough moisture in the soil. Warm season grasses should be planted in early spring
through June 15. If you have both warm season and cool season grasses in your seed mix
the optimal time to plant is early spring until May 15. Cool season grasses found in many
mixes include the wheatgrasses and green needlegrass. Common warm season grasses include big and little bluestem,
indiangrass, switchgrass and grama grasses. While these dates are good guidelines to get the best response in your
planting, other variables such as temperature, moisture and weed control play a big role in the success of your plant-

ing. Mowing weeds before they go to seed can decrease competition with your desired species and lead to less weed
problems in the future.
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APPLE TREE POLLINATION
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The key to finding a suitable pollinator to pair with your tree is
choosing an apple tree variety that blooms at the same time.

Early Bloomers Early bl ooming varieties of appl|le i
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Pollination is an important topic when growing fruit trees because many - but certainly not all - varie-
ties require pollination from a compatible donor tree before they can set fruit. However it is a natural process
that almost always "just works". Some simple rules of thumb:

e If you are in an urban environment you probably won't need to worry about a pollination partner for your
apple tree - there will usually be compatible apple trees or crab apple trees in neighboring gardens and hedge-
rows. Pears, plums, and cherries are a bit less widely-planted though, and you can't assume there will be oth-
ers nearby, but try asking around.
e For varieties which are not self-fertile, and require a pollination partner, the partner has to be a different
variety of the same fruit species. Two trees of the same variety will not pollinate each other.
e Ifyou are in an isolated area and only want to plant one tree, choose a self-fertile variety.

If in doubt, and you have space for more than one tree of the same species (e.g. 2 apple trees or 2
plum trees), plant two compatible varieties. (If doing so, it is a good idea to choose varieties that
have different picking times so that you have a spread of fruit through the season).
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http://theappletreeguy.com/plant-survival-guide/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/centennial-crab-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/state-fair-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/zestar-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/honeycrisp-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/northern-lights-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/sweet-sixteen-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/fireside-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/haralson-apple-trees/
http://theappletreeguy.com/trees/haralred-apple-trees/

Is Your Tree Site Ready?
+ Make sure the site is properly prepared — if the site is not going into crop ground, make sure it has been
disked/cultivated several times
+ For sites going into cropland — please be sure all corn stalks have been removed
¢ Corner flags are placed in all 4 corners of your site
+ Pre-plant weed control (Treflan) especially if site was previously grass.
Tree Site Guidelines
Wi ndbreak establishment does not end once thgq se
ble to weed competition, hot dry winds, i nsedqt &
petition from weeds is the | eading cause newlly p
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Information taken from Windbreak Establishment, SDDA.
(',y"vx,- TAKE BACK YOUR GARDEN & TREES!
N by Plantskydd Animal Repellent—Spring Tips
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% eWater plants well at the roots |bef
eMake sure plant foliage is comp|l et
HeApply when temperatures are abojve
Pants eAl l ow treated plants to-tdcrryn fpargt24i
eSpray fl ower buds while they arje c
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Oh Deer! &.501n an
I al ways receive sever al calls at this time of ylear
are no such plants, of course. If preferred food sources are not available, deer will sometimes eat almost
anything, or at least nibble on it. | am willing to bet if you show this list to anyone in Rapid City, where
| there is very heavy deer pressure, there are at least several plants listed
that probably someone has had eaten to the ground! With that said, here is
N the list of rarely eaten plants: European alder, Japanese barberry, river
_ birch, Korean boxwood, Caragana , northern catalpa, smoke tree, cotone-
- aster, forsythia, ginkgo, honeylocust , juniper , ironwood, sweet mock-
orange , spruce , sycamore, potentilla, black locust, elderberry , spirea
. oy (some browsing expected), sumac , lilacs , and viburnums
S ;‘/ Again, this is not a perfect list. Deer can, and will, rub on almost any plant
34 \\ and some of these plants such as lilacs and viburnums
' are considered oO0deer proofdé b foo
(Bolded plants are ones the District carries)
OUR TREES WILL BE ARRIVING THE LAST WEEK IN APRIL
TREE SHED WILL BE OPENING MONDAY APRIL 25TH FOR HANDPLANT SAL
DISTRICT TREE SHED #6@48-5400
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Seeding Plans?

MCCD’s Great Plains Grass Drill
available for rent $10 an acre

With a $50 Set U
Call to get your name on the list
448-2442 #3

CHEMICAL CARRYOVER ON

TREES & GRASS

Since the decreased use of Roundup we have
seen the application of many new herbicide
0OCOCKTAI LSO. These mi X t
problems with new tree and grass plantings.
Many of the herbicides in the cocktails have a
carryover from 12 to 30 months (or longer) for
trees and grass. Authority Assist & Harness Ex-
tra are a few with long term carry -over problems.

Planning on planting trees or grass

in the next couple years?
Please be careful what is applied &
talk with your agronomist!

Youth Opportunities

Karst Scholarship
The South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts
employees offer three $500 scholarships to seniors around
the state going into an agricultural related field. The pur-
posE & is scholarship is to encourage those students
concerned with conserving their natural resources by fur-
thering their education in an agricultural related field.
The scholarship is available to graduating high school
seniors who will be attending a 4 -year college or a voca-
tional school. The deadline is March 31. Please contact
the office for more information or an application.

SDWE Conservation Camp
The South Dakota Wildlife Federation has a youth camp
open to boys and girls that have finished the 8th grade or
are in 9th, 10th or 11th grade in high school. Camp starts
June 5th and goes until June 11th and is held at Camp
Bob Marshall in the Black Hills. The camp offers many
different types of outdoor activities including: archery,
hiking, fly fishing, canoeing, and many others. Applica-
tions and a $325 fee is due May 1st. Cost share is availa-
ble through the District. If you have any questions call us
at the office or visit sdwf.org for more information.

Soil and Rangeland Days
East Pennington Conservation District is hosting Soils
and Rangeland Days this year out in Wall, SD. The event
tekqs plage Jung Ple@nd 23 gndyisgopet 1 Sipdgnts 8
years old to 18. Students will have a choice between tak-
ing part in the Soils or Rangeland activities.
For Soils they will learn how to determine soil texture,
depth, erosion, slope, stoniness, & other key factors for
soils. Activities have been designed for 14 -18 yr olds.
For Rangeland the activities include plant identification,
morphology and judging habitat for cattle or grouse. This
is open to students 8 years old and older.
This is a great opportunity for 4 -H and FFA members to
learn more about soils and rangeland. Contests will be
held June 22 with awards following. There is a $30 regis
tration fee. Call our office at 448 -2442 #3 if interested.
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